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To The Point

Welcome to the Winter 2004-2005 edition of the Pointer. I am new at the editing job so please let
me know what you'd like to see in these pages, your ideas, constructive criticisms, special events etc.,
and bear with me while I explore the mysteries of computer design and layout. I would like to extend
our thanks and best wishes to the outgoing editor, Katarina Meglic, for her hard work and dedication
over the past few ycars. Katarina leaves us to pursue a higher calling, motherhood.

Christmas is upon us and I wish you all a happy and healthy holiday and a bright New Year.

Cheers, Pat Williams

652-0223

pwill@telus.net

Your Pointer is brought to you by a dedicated group of volunteer deliverers. Thanks to Joyce Menzies,
Ken Leighton, Andrea Martin and family, Pat Orr and family, and Matt Pennell.

Advertising Rates
Business Listing FREE Full Page $25
Buy And Sell  FREE Half Page $12.50

Quarter Page  $6.50

Who’s Who

WPCA Chair Don Robin 652-0209
Pointer Editor Pat Williams 652-0223
Fire Chief Mark Roozendal 544-0426
Hall Custodian Janet Tombu 652-4097
Hall Sign Dianne Twamley 652-3519
Saanich Inlet Protection Patricia Sloan 652-0226
Fire & Recreation Chair Vern McConnell 652-2996
Environment Committee Chair Margaret Cornell 652-3366
Acrobics Instructor Deanna Roozendal 544-0426
Yoga Instrucior Jessica Wu 652-2242
Land Use Committee Patrick O’Rourke 652-5598
Advisory Planning Commitice Larry Reznick 652-8278

Firefighter’s Association Chair Bruce Burton 652-1979



Ralph Anderson
1926 — 2004

Willis Point has lost one of its original settlers.
Ralph Anderson passed away in November after a
long battle with cancer.

Ralph artived here around 1965, purchasing land from Glen Twamley at what came to be called
Anderson Point. He was just the second permanent settler after Mrs.Rickison at Ricky’s Roost. There
were some summer residents but these two were our first permanent Pointers. Ralph was a dental lab
technician but, talking to him, you’d discover that his passion was for this place that he lived in. He
loved just working around home. He built his original house and rebuilt his boat, loved puttering on his
property, and going out in the boat. He started building his new home here in 2000. He was always
working, always had a project that would take years, and was still working on his rock retaining wall
when he passed away.

The old road used to enter Mark Lane just above Ralph’s place so he was often there to help when
people were stuck or in trouble on that old road, which was fairly often, considering that it was an
unpaved rubble road, not even gravelled. Ralph would fill in enormous potholes and repair frequent
washouts. He was on hand to help with the building of the Fire Hall and Community Centre. His ready
smile and memorable laugh will remain in the hearts of his friends and neighbours here at Willis Point.
We extend our sincere sympathies to Ralph’s wife, Pat, and his children.

Thanks to Ken and Ivy Blunt for sharing their memories of Ralph for this article.

PW



Willis Point Community Association

WPCA Executive

Chair Don Robin 652-0209
Vice-Chair Don Gorling 652-6149
Corresponding Secretary Sally McMillan 652-5468
Recording Secretary Norma Jones 652-5792
Treasurer Judy Kuiken 544-1770
Member-at-Large Gerri Gorling 652-6149
Member-at-Large Ken Leighton 652-2686
Member-at-Large Bob Scott 652-8522
Fire&Rec Rep Patrick O’Rourke 652-5598
WPCA Minutes Summary

The following are summaries of the minutes of the WPCA meetings. They are NOT complete minutes
but notes on the major points discussed at meetings. Complete minutes are posted on both bulletin
boards or can be obtained from the Recording Secretary, Norma Jones 65 2-5792.

October 18, 2004

-ideas to raise money being considered. Casino Night to be held in 2005

-need volunteer for Corresponding Secretary

-a current membership list is being compiled

-Pat Williams volunteered to help with the Pointer, other help will be solicited from the community.
There will be no anonymous submissions.

-apology sent to Katarina Meglic by Don Robin on behalf of community

-FAMA indicated they will present a proposal in the future, no details

-ways of recognizing volunteer service are being explored.

November 8, 2004

_Sally McMillan volunteered to fill the vacant position of Corresponding Secretary for the duration of
the term.

-a current membership list needs to be developed.

_discussion: role of the Environmental Committee & relationship to WPCA.

- the GICs will be moved to higher interest accounts. Full Treasurer’s Report from Judy Kuiken 544-
1770

-Fire & Rec. Report ~ occupancy permit for annex is in place, rent can be charged, investigating
insurance policies for public functions in the Hall. Mark Roozendal has been appointed Fire Chief,
Darren Pine is Deputy Chief.

-Land Use Committee Report by Patrick O’Rourke. Full text in this issue.

-a Casino Night is being planned for the spring

-Pat Williams was appointed Editor of the Pointer, Sally McMillan was appointed Corresponding
Secretary for the duration of the term

-the minutes will be circulated to the executive by email for provisional approval so they can be posted
on the notice boards in a timely fashion. Adoption of the minutes will be at the next meeting.

-FAMA is still reviewing the land situation and doing water research

-discussion on how to recognize volunteer service.



Don Gorling and Tracy Akins presenting Dean Hyland with plaque

A Note Of Gratitude

A sincere and heartfelt “ThankYou” to all the Witlis Pointers who chipped in for my retirement
presentation plaque and all the kind words in the five cards. Special thanks to alf those who ran around
with the cards to have them signed by pretty much the entire community. And very special thanks to
Tracy for organizing everything. The polished axe is proudly mounted above my fireplace for all to
see.

I left the department as Deputy Chief afier 16 years not wanting or expecting anything because 1 felt
I had received more in skills, good friends and acquaintances than anyone could desire for the effort.
Thank you for the experience.

The past 16 years with the department have been a huge part of my life, starting off as a proby
yellow hat back in November *88. The first night I joined I almost walked out once 1 saw that the two
fire trucks were standards. I’d never driven a standard in my life, but with Dave Carley, Bill Wright,
Vern McConnell, Brian McCandless, and Joel Cotter, I soon learned. Shortly thereafter I bought a 5-
speed Mustang and am still driving it today.

My first caliout happened some months Jater, on April 9, a night I’ll never forget. It was the Great
Durrance Lake Sh-thouse Fire, about 2 in the moming and most of the community and firefighters were
just heading home from the Great Willis Point Chili Cook-Off which, I believe, I won, or maybe came
second, I forget now. But I'll never forget my first fire or certain other calls of the approximately 300 1
answered over the years, some sad, some funny, some disturbing, some very disturbing. As a group of
professionals I think we’ ve all done a great job over the years and I urge anyone in the community to
get involved with the Fire Department in some way as it is always a win/win situation for everyone.
Again, thanks you for the opportunity, the memories, good friends and good times.

Sincerely,

Dean Hyland

Proud Willis Point Volunieer Firefighter, Retired



Neighbourhood Notices

My name is Dylan Cunningham. This year I am a junior rower in the Victoria City Rowing Club.
The junior rowers are creating their annual program featuring this year’s regattas, other events, rowing
news, and photo and autobiography of each of the rowers. I am looking for sponsors interested in
advertising in the program. Funds raised will go towards travel expenses to attend regattas. Business
card spaces are available for a cost of $50, quarter page ads are $100, and half page ads are $200. For a
$10 contribution, you can be listed in the guide as a supporting pairon. If you would be interested in
placing an ad in the 2005 Program, becoming a patron, or would like further information, please
contact Dylan at 652-1908.

Thank you for considering this opportunity to reach many Island and Lower Mainland readers and
other supporters of the Victoria City Rowing Club.

For Sale

White bifold doors $25

About 4 dozen glass beer bottles with self-locking caps for home brew. FREE
Call Marion Hawkes 652-7718

Carol Singing

This year our evening for serenading the neighbours with Christmas carols will take place on Tuesday
December 21. Meet at 6 pm at the mailboxes at the corner of Willis Point Road and Mark Lane.
Everyone is welcome to join in this fun and sociable evening. Dress warmly. For further information,
call Bob Scott 652-8522 or cell 380-8519.

Aerobics and Yoga

Aerobics: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7 pm, at the Hall, $2 per session, staits again after the holidays on
January 11, 2005. Aerobics information from Deanna Roozendal 544-0426 and yoga info from Jessica
Wu 652-2242 (Jessica is away till mid-January).

Christmas Tree Burn
Watch the sign for the date and time of the Christmas Tree burn.

Casino Night

No date set yet but watch the notice boards for news of this exciting event coming up in the spring.

Please Slow Down When The School Bus Is Loading and Unloading
Use extra caution at these times. THANKS!



Hallowe’en Party

The night of October 31 found all our little goblins and witches around a giant bonfire at the
Community Hall. Not only the younger members of Willis Point, but some older denizens could be
seen exchanging mini chocolate bars under a shower of sparks. Many thanks to the Volunteer Fire
Department for giving us a huge and safe bonfire and setting off the terrific ooh-aah fireworks. Thanks
also to the Community Association for a generous donation for the fireworks, food and festivities and
to all the volunteers who made this evening possible.




JUAN DE FUCA LAND USE COMMITTEE
WILLIS POINT REPRESENTATIVE
POINTER REPORT- December, 2004

The Juan de Fuca Land Use Committee has held two meetings since my last Pointer report — on
Ociober 5 and November 16. The next meeting is December 7 at the Malahat Fire Hall (the agenda is
posted on the community bulletin boards). As this is after the Pointer deadline, I will report to the next
Community Association Executive meeting and post a report on the boards.

1. October 5, 2004 meeting

The Juan de Fuca Land Use Committee held its first official meeting on October 5, 2004 at the Sooke
Counsel Chambers. Director Lund chaired; Alternate Director Graham represented Central Saanich.
Members Stubner (Port Renfrew) and Bindig (East Socke) were absent.

The Committee had a full agenda of some 14 items (some with several parts), plus an “in camera”
session to consider legal advice. One item was election of vice chair. Alternate Director Graham was
elected by acclamation.

Of the 14 items, one involved a Willis Point property. Derrick Fitzpatrick sought an amendment to his
Development Permit. His consulting engineer recommended a minor change to a retaining wall. The
Committee adopted the staff report and recommended approval of the amendment.

Three items, although not directly affecting Willis Point, warrant comment. The first was a subdivision
application on the Malahat, east of the highway in the area of the hydro lines. The developer sought to
“trade off”” amenities for slightly higher density (12 lots instead of 7). The application had been
referred to the Malahat Advisory Planning Commission, which made several recommendations. The
developer agreed to most of these, but not all. The Committee recommended that CRD staff work with
the developer to seek a consensus with the APC. One item for clarification was the area to be set aside
for a firehouse and water tank.

The second item was a rezoning application for DeMamicl Estates on Otter Point Road. DeMamiel
Creek, a salmon bearing watercourse, runs through the property. The developer, rather than dedicating
the area as park, agreed to enter into a “conservation covenant”, with the CRD and the Land
Conservancy the other parties. The CRD lawyer had comments on the covenant, and the Committee
recommended staff raise these with the other parties.

The third was an application to waive a 15 meter floed plain set back for a waterfront property in East
Sooke. Director Lund stated he knew the applicants and withdrew from the meeting; Alternate Director
Graham chaired. After some discussion, the Committee recommended approval of a 10 meter set back.

The remaining items were routine issues and the Committee followed staff advice.

The Committee decided to meet the first and third Tuesdays of each month. The first monthly meeting
will normally be in Sooke and the other meeting in one of the other areas. The meeting for October 19
was cancelled.



2. November 16, 2004 meeting

The Juan de Fuca Land Use Committee held its second meeting on November 16, 2004 at the Sooke
Counsel Chambers (the November 2 meeting was cancelled). Director Lund chaired; Alternate
Director Graham represented Central Saanich. All sub-regional members attended.

The Committee had a modest agenda of 8 items, one of which was withdrawn. One item directly
involved Willis Point. The Committee received a staff report on potential subdivision of lots in Willis
Point that are divided by a road. The report stated “that there are 17 lots divided by a road and of those
17 lots there is a potential for 12 additional subdivisions.” The report summarized the factors an
Approving Officer will consider in a subdivision application for a divided lot. Staff verbally noted that
the Willis Point OCP did not deal with this situation. The Committee decided to receive the report for
information. Idon’t have the staff report in electronic format, but anyone who wishes a copy should
contact me and I'll provide one.

The other item of interest was an application for a Development Variance Permit by an owner who had
undertaken major renovations and new construction without any building or other permits. The
finished work was contrary to by-law requirements in several respects (one part was over the property
line). The owners needed a Variance Permit to even apply for a building permit. The staff
recommendation was to deny the Variance Permit, request the CRD’s lawyers to commence legal
action against the owners, and to refer the case to the Electoral Area Services Committee, which has
power to put a notice on the property title.

The owners admitted their construction was in breach of the by-law and would have to be changed, but
claimed they were unaware of the by-law. Most neighbours who spoke opposed the application. The
Committee voted to accept the staff recommendation. I voted against the recommendation as felt it
was too harsh and the owners should be given a chance to comply with the by-law before the CRD
commenced legal action or put a notice on title.

This case illustrates that undertaking renovations or new works without proper permits can have
significant consequences.

The remaining items were routine, and the Committee followed staff advice to approve.

I would be pleased to answer any questions or discuss any land use matters.

Pat O’Rourke (652-5598)



December 2004 Fire Department Report

Hello Pointers! Here’s an update for you on what’s going on in your fire department. First, let me start
by giving everyone a big congratulations on being very safe these last few months. Since the last issue
of the Pointer, we have not been called to respond to any emergencies. But, in the absence of
emergency calls, we have been heavily involved in a number of projects which will improve your
department. T'll outline a few of the most interesting ones for you.

Training is our top priority and, to start, we’ve increased the length of each training evening. As well,
live fire training is now a core part of our curriculum. Iknow you don’t want your house fire to be
someone’s first fire experience! More members are also being sent away for specialized training.
Since our last report six more members have received their airbrake licenses, two members have
completed a course in Incident Command and one member has completed a fire investigation course.
We'll keep on improving our training programs and also intend to begin practicing with our
neighbouring departments in the coming months.

When we fight a car or house fire we wear a Self Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA). Our current
SCBA’s are older than many of our members. They have served us well but are nearing the end of
their service life. New SCBA’s are now on order and should arrive early in the new year. These new
SCBA’s will let us respond faster and will increase the safety of our members as we ask them to put
themselves in harms way.

Recognition for a job well done is always nice to receive. I am pleased to report that one of our
members, Captain Kathy Crawley, recently received her long service medal for twenty years of service
to the department. The medal was presented by Lieutenant Governor Iona Campagnolo in Sidney. It
was quite an event and involved all the departments on the peninsula.

Finally, thank you to the community for the continued great support. Your attendance at our events has
been excellent and is a great source of funding. As well, you respond eagerly when we call for new
members. We may be a small community but because of your support we have a thriving and
competent fire department.

When you need us, we’ll be there.

Chief Mark Roozendaal
www.willispoint.ca
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