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To The Point

Firstly, I’d like to apologize to my near neighbours and thank them for their patience
as we noisily hammered and sawed our way through deck repairs this summer. Besides
noise pollution, several people have expressed concern about the garbage regularly
strewn along the roadside, mostly fast food packaging but sometimes large loads of
waste, Roadside cleanup was discussed at the recent WPCA meeting and a cleanup
campaign is being planned. If you see anyone in the act of littering, please give any
information to Don Robin 652-0209. And a big “Thank You’ to those hikers and walkers
who carry a garbage bag along with them on their outings.

Cheers, Pat Williams
652-0223

pwill @telus.net

Your Pointer is brought to you by a dedicated group of volunteer deliverers. Thanks to
Joyce Menzies, Ken Leighton, Andrea Martin and family, Pat Orr and family, Matt

Pennell, and Helen Resnick.
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Who’s Who

WPCA Chair Don Robin 652-0209
Pointer Editor Pat Williams 652-0223
Acting Fire Chief Darren Pine 544-0202
Hall Custodian Janet Tombu 652-4097
Hall Sign Joan Wright 652-3254
Saanich Inlet Protection Patricia Sloan 652-0226
Fire & Recreation Chair Vern McConnell 652-2996
Land Use Committee Patrick O’Rourke 652-5598
Advisory Planning Com. Larry Resnick 652-8278
Firefighter’s Assn. Chair Bruce Burton 652-1979
CRD Park Commission Sheila Carnegie 544-1792
CRD Advisory Committees: | Larry Resnick 652-8278
Environment, Solid Waste

& Sludge Management




Golf Tournament photos by Brendan Pause and Bill Wright







* Annual General Meeting at the Hall
Sunday October 2, 2005 at 4 PM
BBQ and no-host bar to follow

Willis Point Community Association

WPCA Executive

Chair Don Robin 652-0209
Vice-Chair Don Gorling 652-6149
Corresponding Secretary Sally McMillan 652-9468
Recording Secretary Norma Jones 652-5792
Treasurer Barbara Ende 544-1110
Member-at-Large Gerri Gorling 652-6149
Member-at-Large Ken Leighton 652-2686
Member-at-Large Bob Scott 652-8522
Fire & Recreation Rep. Jerry Tombu 652-4097
WPCA Minutes Summary

The following are summaries of the major points discussed, NOT complete minutes.
Complete minutes are posted on both bulletin boards or can be obtained from the
Recording Secretary.

June 13, 2005

-A one-time grant of $975 was received from the Juan de Fuca Electoral Area towards
the purchase of liability insurance. Further insurance costs to be referred to Fire & Rec.
-discussion regarding CRD appointments and support for a future democratic process
-Thanks to Barbara Ende who will be our Treasurer for the remainder of the term
-Thanks to Dave Phillips Charlene Phillips for their generous donation of $1000 to the
community in support of children’s events

-Fire Smart Program implemented by the Fire Dept including removal of underbrush and
trees from near the Hall, and cleanup programs

-inquiry letter to FAMA regarding their development intentions

September 12, 2005

-reply from FAMA that they will be proceeding with the sale of twelve 30-acre lots
-discussion of vacation rental homes in the neighbourhood

-discussion of easements through FAMA lands for first responders and hikers, how to
acquire easements, if it is possible, and obtaining maps

-a new vacuum cleaner has been purchased for the Hall

-discussion regarding the Environment Commmittee, its role and future

-topics to be discussed at the AGM - $4000 in “Partridge Hills” account, painting of the
yellow line before the autumn fogs arrive

-NEXT MEETING IS THE AGM ON SUNDAY OCTOBER 2, 2003

AT THE HALL, 4 PM, followed by a no-host bar and BBQ




JUAN DE FUCA LAND USE COMMITTEE

The Juan de Fuca Land Use Commitiee held three meetings since my last Pointer
report — on June 7, July 5 and August 16. The other scheduled meetings were cancelled.
The next scheduled meeting is September 20; the time and location were not confirmed at
time of writing.

Details of the June 7 meeting are in my June 13 report that was posted on the bulletin
boards and included with the Community Association Board meeting minutes; details of
the July 5 and August 16 meetings are in my September 12 report now on the boards.

I have greatly enjoyed serving as the Willis Point representative on the Land Use
Committee for the last year. The Committee is unique in that it has elected
representatives from each of the six “sub-regions” in the Juan de Fuca Electoral Area, as
well as the Electoral Area Director (our representative on the Capital Regional District)
and a representative of Central Saanich. The Committee has worked well, with most
decisions unanimous. The majority of applications have been routine and
uncontroversial, and the Committee has adopted staff recommendations. A few
applications raised controversy or sparked public comment. In these cases the
Committee sought ways of addressing concerns while still allowing the application to
proceed. Only 3 Willis Point applications arose, all of them routine.

An election for the Willis Point representative to the Juan de Fuca Land Use Committee
will be held as part of the local government/school board elections on November 19,
2005. The Juan de Fuca Electoral Area Director and the Willis Point Advisory Planning
Commission will also be elected then. I encourage all Willis Pointers to take the time to
vote.

I would be pleased to answer any questions or discuss any land use matters.
Pat (O’ Rourke
(652-5598)




Tod Inlet Nature Float

Tod Inlet was the scene of celebration on Sept. 1 when both Tsartlip First Nations
Elders and MLA Murray Coell were on hand for the grand opening of the Tod Inlet
Nature Float along with the dinghy dock and gangway that provide access to the floating
interpretive centre. With the agreement of the Tsartlip First Nation, 3 Saanich Peninsula
charitable groups co-ordinated their efforts with BC Parks to install the new facility.

The Nature Float has 4 exhibits along with the opportunity for people to experience
some hands-on marine science. Saanich Inlet in general and Tod Inlet in particular are
rich in biological and cultural history. The Nature Float will allow visitors to learn more
about the geographic wealth of the area, what impacts it, and efforts to reduce or restore
damaged habitat.

The Tsartlip First Nation presents an exhibii regarding Tsartlip history in Tod Inet.
Saanich Inlet Protection Society displays photographs of Brentwood Bay and Tod Inlet
over the past century and operates ‘Pumpty Dumpty’, a holding tank pump-out service.
SeaChange Marine Conservation Society informs people about the value of eelgrass in
the sub-tidal world. Marine Ecology Station takes the opportunity to inform us about the
glass sponges unique to B.C., including the largest known sponge in the world. Some are
located near Senanus Island in Brentwood Bay. The genetic makeup of this species goes
back to the age of dinosaurs. Monitoring of the sponge communities, done in association
with the Victoria Dive Club, shows recent damage to these rare and wonderful
communities that is likely from prawn traps and fishing.

All these groups hope that the Nature Float will not only educate visitors, but provide
a place for people to discover the many ways they can assist in conserving and restoring
the Tnlet. The Nature Float is open for a few hours each weekend day through September
and will re-open in the Spring of 2006.

Sarah Verstegen, Float Co-ordinator, 652-1662; Joe Benning, BC Parks, 391-2315




Willis Point Volunteer Fire Department

Dear Willis Pointers,

We are coming to the end of another Summer season. Thankfully, at least with respect {o
fire risk, it has not been as dry as last year and the risk has only been at “Extreme” for a
short period of time. At the time of writing, however, it still remains at “High”, and,
despite some recent rain, the forest is still dry. Consequently, the burning ban remains in
effect and is likely to remain so for several weeks unless we get a lot of rain. Please
observe the signs on Willis Point Road and outside the fire hall and remember that there
is an absolute ban on fires until these “No Fires” signs are changed.

The summer has been a quiet time for the Fire Department and we have had relatively
few calls. There were two first responder calls and one call to a brush fire in the Saanich
area (near the firing range) where we were paged out to assist the Saanich Fire
Department. Thank you, fellow Pointers, for remaining safe, and healthy.

As in past years, members of the Fire Department have patrolled our area in the evenings
during the high risk season, especially at weekends, to discourage people from starting
camp fires. You may have seen us out and about, for example at the Tod Inlet end of
Mark Lane on firework night. Thanks to those volunteers who have given up their
evenings to help keep us safe.

As part of our long term strategy to make sure that we are properly equipped to meet the
needs of the community, we are replacing our oldest fire truck, 103, with a new truck. We
expect this to arrive around the end of September. This truck, which is basically a
modified pick-up truck, will be more reliable than the old one and will have a new form
of firefighting equipment — CAFS (Compressed Air Foam System) — which is much more
efficient than the conventional system in its use of water. This is obviously a major
consideration for us. This new truck will significantly improve our ability to respond to
fire and first responder calls in our narrow roads and driveways. When we get this truck,
we will have an open evening so you can see it and find out more about its capabilities.
Keep an eye on the notice boards for an announcement on the date.

We have also completed the replacement of our self contained breathing apparatus with
much more up to date equipment. The old air packs and our old 103 truck will be sold to
Caycuse Fire Department. This is a small rural fire department near Lake Cowichan that
has appealed for equipment of this type.

Finally, as you may know, our Fire Chief, Mark Roozendaal, has taken a year’s leave of
absence to sail around in the Pacific. I will be sianding in for him during his absence.

Darren Pine,
Acting Fire Chief.
544- 0202







































