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To The Point

Thank you for your kind words of encouragement after the last issue. You may have noticed a new
publication that was circulated to us in the winter. It is The Rural Observer, serving the communities of
Port Renfrew, Jordan River, Shirley, Otter Point, East Sooke, Songhees, Malahat and Willis Point. Pat
Sloan, 652-0226 will be our liaison with this publication. Please contact her with your comments and

suggestions.

Enjoy the Spring, Pat Williams

652-0223, pwill@telus.net

Your Pointer is brought to you by a dedicated group of volunteer deliverers. Thanks to Joyce Menzies,
Ken Leighton, Andrea Martin and family, Pat Orr and family, Matt Pennell, and Helen Resnick.

Advertising Rates

Business Listing FREE Full Page  $25
Buy and Sell FREE Half Page  $12.50
Quarter Page  $6.50
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WPCA Chair Don Robin 652-0209
Pointer Editor Pat Williams 652-0223
Fire Chief Mark Roozendal 544-0426
Hall Custodian Janet Tombu 652-4097
Hall Sign Dianne Twamley 652-3519
Saanich Inlet Protection Patricia Sloan 652-0226
Fire & Recreation Chair Vern McConnell 652-2996
Environment Com. Chair Margaret Cornell 652-3366
Aerobics Instructor Deanna Roozendal 544-0426
Yoga Instructor Jessica Wu 652-2242
Land Use Committee Patrick O’'Rourke 652-5508
Advisory Planning Com. Larry Resnick 052-8278
Firefighter’s Assn. Chair Bruce Burton 652-1979
CRD Parks Commission Sheila Carnegie 544-1792
CRD Advisory Committees: | Larry Resnick 652-8278
Environment, Solid Waste
& Sludge Management




Christmas Pot Luck Dinner

Spring is here now and our thoughts turn to gardening, but let’s cast
our minds back for a moment to remember the Christmas Party and
Pot Luck Dinner at the Hall back in December when it got dark before
suppertime and the rain was pouring down. Joan and Bill Wright had
transported ALL their Christmas decorations from home to make the
Hall festive. About 80 of us gathered to share a Christmas dinner
together under the giant tree. Three of the Herriots, Katrina, John and
James, gave us their rendition of “The Night Before Christmas’, and
who will forget Andy Sneddon clearing up the mystery of why we put
an angel on the top of our Christmas tree? Jeff Espin explained ‘A
Politically Correct Christmas’ and two future recording stars, Alise
Pennell and Carolyn Orr hopped up on an improvised stage and sang a
great version of ‘Down Santa Claus Lane’, all to great applause.

Santa arrived in the fire truck with lights flashing. A long line of
kids young and old sat on Santa’s knee and took home a goody bag.
Joan Wright had made 50 rice bags for tossing in play or warming in
the microwave to keep hands warm on cold evenings and these were a
big hit. All in all, it was a warm and wonderful evening to remember,
with huge thanks going to Joan and Bill for all their efforts. We extend

the invitation to everyone in the community to join us this coming Carolyn Orr & Alise Pennell
Christmas when it happens all over again.

photos by Brendan Pause

Santa and friends



Carolling Evening

Another W.P. tradition was observed on Dec 21 when a hearty group gathered to sing Christmas carols
throughout the neighbourhood. Thanks to Bob Scott for organizing this event and to Katrina Herriot
for the photos.

Milk Delivery

Did you know that Willis Point has milk delivery?

For milk delivery featuring ‘Island Farms Island Fresh Dairy Products’ including Milk, Dairy
Products, Bread, Eggs, and Orange Juice:

Call: Moolicious Home Delivery
744-COWS (744-2697)




January Snowstorm

Now that our world is green again, here are a few photos of all that white stuff that made our lives
so interesting in January. Even though the next snowfall is far in the future, there are a couple of things
to think about. Snow removal is always a problem and vehicles parked along the road make it difficult
to clear the roads, and in some areas, impossible. The Fire Department has made the suggestion that
each resident try to shovel his driveway and roadsides for 10-15 feet. This will help keep the roads
clear for emergency vehicles. If shovelling is difficult for you, perhaps hiring a local lad or lass would
be the answer. Also, if the power is out, portable phones don’t work. You may want to consider having
at least one land line in your house. Barbeques with a side burner are very handy during power
outages, you'll have no problem cooking. And when the snow falls again, bundle up, go out and enjoy
it!




Willis Point Community Association

WPCA Executive

Chair Don Robin 652-0209
Vice-Chair Don Gorling 652-6149
Corresponding Secretary Sally McMillan 652-9468
Recording Secretary Norma Jones 652-5792
Treasurer Judy Kuiken 544-1770
Member-at-Large Gerri Gorling 652-6149
Member-at-Large Ken Leighton 652-2686
Member-at-Large Bob Scott 652-8522
Fire & Recreation Rep. Jerry Tombu 652-4097
WPCA Minutes Summary

The following are summaries of the minutes of the WPCA meetings. They are NOT complete minutes
but notes on the major points discussed at meetings. Complete minutes are posted on both bulletin
boards or can be obtained from the Recording Secretary.

December 13, 2004

-the minutes of the June 23, 2004 meeting were reviewed and amended

-discussion regarding recognition of volunteers in the community, suggestions of articles in Pointer,
recognition at meetings or a recognition event

-plans for a Casino Night in the spring are proceeding

-a debate on the compiling and keeping of a membership list or list of all residents at Willis Point, who
should have access to it, how to protect info.

-a donation was made toward the Community Christmas Party

-investigating grant in aid for producing The Pointer, considering soliciting paid ads

- Environmental Committee, its role, history and relationship to WPCA explained.

-investigation of liability insurance for community events

-rental rates for the Hall and Annex will be established when insurance is resolved.

-Land Use Committee Report, full text in this issue.

-resident expressed concern about 4x4 vehicles in the Park and on Fama lands.

February 7, 2005

-a membership list has been compiled to be used for WPCA business only.

-plans are proceeding for the Casino Night March 12,

-still unknown if grants exist to finance The Pointer.

-liability insurance will be in place before the Casino Night

-concrete barriers are available free but there is no funding to put them in place.

-Land Use Report, full text in this issue.

-concerns from Fire Chief regarding snow removal and cars parked on the roadside.

-a new publication, The Rural Observer, is being circulated to Willis Point Residents

-profit from Christmas Party - $67

-Society Annual Report filed.

-discussion if Willis Point should be proactive concerning Sooke and amalgamation,

-Juan de Fuca Parks Commission initiated by CRD . W P. rep. is Sheila Carnegie.



Spring Fire Department Report

Hello everyone. In the last issue of The Pointer I updated you on some new initiatives at your Fire
Department. Training, especially live fire training, figures very prominently in our plans for the
current year and we’re moving ahead swiftly.

Several members have recently completed the first level of live fire training at the Nanaimo Fire
Department Training Ground, with the rest of the department being scheduled over the summer
months. Members who already have live fire level one will be taking level iwo, focusing on more
challenging fires. Although we thankfully don’t have many house fires, this training will give our
capabilities a huge boost in case we are called to respond.

I'm also pleased to report that our new SCBA’s are arriving any day! What’s an SCBA? Well, it’s
like a “scuba” tank system that lets us breath safely while inside a hostile environment like a fire. Qur
current gear is nearly thirty years old and is in serious need of replacement.

Where did the money come from for all this new training and equipment? The great news is that none
of this was paid for with your property taxes! Have you ever purchased a lottery ticket? If so, thank
you, because that is where the money came from. Last year we applied to the province for a gaming
grant. At first, it dida’t look like we would receive any funding. But, once we had a chance to
describe the uniqueness of our little department and what a great job we’ve been able to do on a tiny
budget, they changed their mind. We ended up receiving a special one time grant of $47,500 to
replace our SCBA’s and to update our training. This was a real boost for the department and will pay
dividends for many years to come.

Thanks to the community for being safe and for showing your appreciation by supporting the events
that we host. As Spring approaches, it is your chance to show even more appreciation for your
department and for your community by joining our team. We’ll be taking in new recruits in late
Spring or early June — watch for the posiers. Any firefighter will tell you that it’s a lot of fun and very
rewarding. You don’t need any special training or skills to join. We’ll teach you everything you need
to know. Start thinking about yourself as a volunteer firefighter! You can learn more at
www.willispoint.ca.

Mark Roozendaal
Fire Chief



FIRE FIGHTERS ASSOCIATION

Many of you will know about the Fire Fighter’s Association and will have attended some of our Happy
Hours and other events in the past. We very much appreciate that support. However, for people who
are new to the Point or may not be familiar with the Association, here is a bit of background
information.

The Association is responsible for the “social” side of our Volunteer Fire Department. We look after
the Bill Wright Annex, making sure that it is clean and tidy and that it is a pleasant place to socialise
after practices. We purchase items of uniform (t-shirts for example) that are not part of our turn-out
gear. The overall aim is to make membership in the Fire Department a pleasant and sociable
experience. We think this is important to help us to recruit new members to the Department and to
keep those people who do join. It’s also important in building a team sense amongst the members.

This costs money, not a huge amount, but money that has to be raised every year from events that we
hold.

This year we want to try and raise about $4,000 during the year. This is to allow us to refurbish part of
the Fire Hall Annex to make it more of a club room, to replace some outworn uniform items and
generally to put the Association on a reasonable financial footing.

This year we worked with the Community Association to put on the Casino Night. All the credit for
this goes to Gerri Gorling and her Committee. What a wonderful job they all did. On June 9™ (Father’s
Day) we will have our usual (perhaps unusual would be more accurate) golf tournament. And we will
have another significant event in the Fall.

For those of you who have supported us in the past, thank you. We hope you will continue to do so in
the future and we are truly grateful. For people who have not attended these events, we hope you will
come to them this time around. They are fun. They are a wonderful opportunity to meet your
neighbours. And they are for a good cause which benefits us all.

Finally, if you have ideas about events that you would like to see in the future, or other ways of raising
money, please let me know. I can be contacted by phone (652-1979) or e-mail (FEA @bruceb.co.uk)
and I would very much welcome your ideas.

Thank you.

Bruce Burton
Chair: WP Volunteer Fire Fighters Association







































