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To The Point

In conversations around the neighbourhood, quite a few people have talked about the
problem of continuously barking dogs and wondered if this could be mentioned in The Pointer.
Some owners may not be aware if their dogs are left outside and are barking all day.
Diplomatically let your neighbours know if this is happening, or, dog owners who are away most
of the day can check with their neighbours to see if the dog has been barking. It has been
suggested that citronella collars or other anti-barking devices can be effective or perhaps you
could hire one of the young people in the community to take the dog for a walk or two during the
day. This would give the dog a chance for some exercise and socialization, put a few bucks in the
kids’ pockets and give the neighbours some quiet. There...I've mentioned it.

I hope you all enjoy the warm summer weather when it finally arrives.
Cheers, Pat Williams
652-0223
pwill@telus.net

Your Pointer is brought to you by a dedicated group of volunteer deliverers. Thanks to
Joyce Menzies, Ken Leighton, Andrea Martin and family, Pat Orr and family, Helen
Resnick, and Dawn Campbell.
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Dave Carley

1929 - 2007

Longtime Willis Point resident Dave Carley passed away suddenly on April 26. Dave
is perhaps best known as the Point’s first Fire Chief, a position he held for 16 years,
starting with the creation of the Fire Department in 1976 and retiring in 1992. He was a
serious firefighter, cajoling neighbours to join the department and then putting them
through rigorous training, using equipment creatively scrounged from other departments
and lovingly cared for.

Dave bought his property in 1963, and later built a house and moved here in 1971.
Always active in the affairs of the community, Dave was a founding member of the
Willis Point Ratepayers Association (now called the WP Community Association) and
wrote the {irst constitution for this group. He served as Chairman of the WPRA for two
vears and then became its treasurer for the next 20 years.

Dave’s gigantic bowls of potato salad made for the annual firefighter’s picnics were
always anticipated. His legendary ride down Firehall Hill in a recliner chair mounted to a
soap box derby vehicle was a death-defying act I will always remember. An electrician
by trade, Dave was always willing to lend a hand to neighbours. He was also a passionate
bagpiper and played with several pipe and drum bands. Near neighbours could often hear
him practicing “at an appropriate distance”, and the beautiful rendition of ‘Amazing
Grace’ by his bandmates at his memorial service filled the Hall with a swell of emotion
and stands as a fitting farewell to this Willis Point original.



Bill Waite

1937 — 2007

Bill and his wife Ursula came to Willis Point in 1996 and immediately began
participating in the life of the community. Bill had just retired as C.E.O. of Siemens
Canada where he had worked tirelessly toward attracting trade partners for Canada and
encouraging foreign investment. He was passionately interested in investing in our youth
and establishing effective apprenticeship programs.

Bill loved music and was an accomplished musician. He served on the board of the
Victoria Symphony and sought ways to make music available to wider audiences.
Fulfilling a lifelong dream, Bill purchased a large boat and was able to have several
special trips up the coast as well as many neighbourly get-togethers on the water before a
fall caused a head injury which left him with permanent brain damage. It was no longer
feasible to remain at Willis Point and Bill and Ursula left the neighbourhood 6 years ago
but maintained many ties.

While living here, Bill served on the Fire and Recreation Commission and was
instrumental in securing the large generator at the Community Hall. Bill and Ursula were
generous hosts and good neighbours. Bill will be fondly remembered by many in our
community.



Ivy Victoria Blunt
1921 - 2007

Ivy’s mom and sister were on holiday here in Victoria from Tacoma when Ivy was
born, somewhat ahead of schedule. Her middle name commemorated this event. Later,
Ivy moved to Victoria with her mother and met her husband Ed at her mother’s boarding
house.

Ivy spent over 30 years living here at Willis Point, starting in 1968. When her twin
sons Ken and Bill were young, the family camped at Sandy Beach near Bamberton in the
summers, but noticed that the sun shone longer across the water at Willis Point. Ina 12
foot boat, the family explored the area and soon bought a lot at Willis Point from Glen
Twamley for a handshake and $25 a month. First a little cabin was built, and later a
permanent house which was one of the original few houses out here. Access was by water
or over a rough logging road.

Willis Point was a family affair for Ivy and Ed with both sons living here as well as
her sister and brother-in-law, Lillian and George Pears, and later, grandson Paul.

For the last few years Ivy lived in Summergate Village in Sidney, where she continued
to enjoy bridge, cribbage, lawn bowling, shuffleboard, and of course, golfing. She was a
longtime member of Gorge Vale Golf Course and later golfed at Ardmore near Sidney.

Ivy will be remembered for her love of family, caring and thoughtful ways, and her
great sense of humour.



Hilary Burton

On Friday June 8, 2007, Hilary Burton, a former Willis Pointer, died peacefully in her
sleep. Hilary and husband Bruce left Willis Point in 2006 to return to family in England,
after she was diagnosed with cancer.

They lived on the hill across from Sea Aira Heights and thought of Willis Point as one
of the most beautiful places on earth. Both were avid hikers and enjoyed local waters on
their sail boat. Bruce was a valued member of our fire department and president of the
Willis Point Volunteer Firefighters’ Association.

Hilary and Bruce wrote a beautiful “Farewell to Willis Point” letter that was published
in the Spring 2006 issue of The Pointer.

In the note we received from Bruce, he wrote about his beloved Hilary—that she was
courageous to the end and much loved by all who knew her. He also thought, that if we
would like, a donation to the Woodland Trust or similar conservative based charity could
be made in Hilary’s memory.

Bruce may be contacted at bruceb@bruceb.co.uk

by Kathy Crawley



Generator Safety

The storms and power outages of last winter have caused significant interest in
generators as a back-up to the BC Hydro power supply. WPCA Chair Bill Douglas asked
me to give an overview of things to take into account when considering the purchase of a
generator, with the emphasis on SAFETY.

We live in a heavily forested and rural area and widespread or extended power
outages are not uncommon. A properly installed and operated generator can provide light,
refrigeration, water pumping, cooking or heat until the power system is repaired. An
improperly installed generator, however, can kill you or someone else by electrocution or
by poisonous fumes or cause a fire in your home. So safety, not light or refrigeration, has
to be the top priority when using a generator.

Simple precautions can reduce problems and potential dangers:

-Carefully read and observe all instructions in the owner’s manual.

- Don’t run a generator indoors, even in an open garage

-Hire a licensed electrician to install permanent generators and transfer switches.
-Make sure portable generators are properly grounded.

-Don’t store fuel indoors and don’t try to refuel a generator while it’s running.

Backfeed and Transfer Switches

Electricity flows in both directions so connecting a generator directly to your
household wiring can backfeed into the power lines connected to your home.
Transformers can then step-up or magnify this backfeed, enough to kill a Hydro lineman
making repairs even a long way from your home. It can also cause expensive damage to
utility equipment and your generator.

Powering your household circuits directly requires a transfer switch wired to a

permanent generator. Hire a licensed electrician to install the switch for you.
Transfer switches can be automatic or manual. They make sure that the selected circuits
don’t feed back into the power grid by insuring that you won’t be connected to the
generator and the power grid at the same time. They prevent your generator from
backfeeding into the grid and also insure that your generator isn’t destroyed by a surge of
electricity if the power is restored while your generator is running.

Portable generators aren’t intended to be connected directly to your household
wiring; instead they connect directly to the item you wish to power. If you wish to hook a
portable unit up to household circuits then a transfer switch is required and a dry solid
mounting in a ventilated area, just as you would for a permanent unit. Portable generators
need to be grounded. Some may have a grounding lug on the chassis or you can run a
copper grounding wire to a pipe sunk into the earth. Check manuals for details.

Moving a generator around on a truck and simply plugging into an outdoor outlet at a
neighbour’s, for example, risks backfeed and is illegal. When a portable generator is used
in this way, it is particularly dangerous because 2 male electrical ends produce a potential
hazard and this is prohibited by the Electric Safety Code.

Poison Gas Threat

Generator exhaust can kill through carbon dioxide suffocation, carbon monoxide

poisoning, or exposure to other gases. Never operate a generator indoors, even in a



garage with the door open, or near a building’s air intake. A canopy, open shed or carport
can shelter the unit. Remember: carbon monoxide is a colourless, odourless toxic gas.

Reduce Fire Hazards

Fuel vapours may explode near a spark or flame so:

-don’t store gasoline or other fuels near the generator

-don’t refuel the generator while it is running

-don’t smoke, use open flames, or operate electrical switches while handling fuel
-don’t store fuel in any container not specifically designed for that purpose
-ensure good ventilation and air flow around the generaior

-keep a fire extinguisher nearby

-check power cords for fraying, insulation cracks or other damage

Get the Right Sized Generator For Your Needs

The first thing to consider is balancing your needs with the potential high cost of
buying a generator and having it installed. Consider what is really necessary. Electric
motors require extra power to start up. A water pump, for example, may need 2000 watts
of power to start up but only about 800 to run afterwards. Take these extra needs into
consideration when you plan your purchase. Light bulbs, water heaters radios, and other
motorless conveniences have the same requirements to start up as to run, Small
generators provide only a few hundred watts of power which severely limits what you
can operate with them. Planning to run just a few large appliances and lights may require
from 4,000 to 12,000 watts total power, or more. Small generators cost less to buy but
can be costly if their limits are not respected. For example, computers or other electronic
equipment can be damaged when a high demand item such as a water pump kicks in.

Make sure electrical devices are turned off before connecting them to the generator-
powered circuit. When the generator is running, switch the devices on one by one. Shut
them off before switching back to BC Hydro power. Read the technical information
carefully to make sure your generator won’i be overwhelmed by start-up requirements or
total running loads. If you plan to hook up larger appliances like stoves, well pumps,
dryers be sure your generator is rated for 240 volt as well as 120 volt loads.

Maintenance

Be sure to inspect your generator and make needed repairs regularly. Keeping fresh
gas in the tank and running the generator for 10 minutes periodically will help insure that
it will be ready when you need it.

Most of the above information was plagiarized from the Internet which has a wealth of
articles on all aspects of generaiors. Type in ‘backfeed generators’ for over 7000 articles.
Generator Etiquette

Although we live in a rural setting, we do live very close to each other and generators
are noisy. Please consider your neighbours when you choose a site to locate your
generator. Your unit can also be baffled to reduce noise levels. Most importantly, just run
the generator when you need it. Candlelight and quiet can be extremely enjoyable. I know
I speak for all my co-workers when | say that we will make every effort to restore your
power as soon as possible and hopefully reduce the need for back-up power.

Paul Williams, BC Hydro lineman

Editor’s Note: in the next Pointer we will have an article on what you can do to prepare
for storms and power outages. Please pass on your tips and experiences for inclusion.



All Fool’s Dance March 31, 2007

The April Fools Supper
Dance was a fabulous success.
Pointers were ready to dance in
the arrival of Spring! 95 people
turned up for a delicious home-
cooked chili supper (with
Suzanne Fitzpatrick as the chef
in charge) and danced all night
to the live music of The Pointer
Brothers. The last dancers
crawled home at midnight (the
advantage of partying in the
Point, where you can stagger
home down the hill!).

We thank our very generous sponsors for some amazing prizes totaling over $1,000 in
value. Thanks to Lesley Wolfe-Milner, John and Sue Morrisson, Long and McQuade,
Lynn Storey, Fiona Percy of Willis Point Massage, and Cedarwood Productions for their
generous prizes.

Not only did everyone have a lot of fun, but we made a profit of $470, so $235 has
been given to both the WP Community Association and the WP Volunteer Fire
Department. Thank you to the members from the Fire Department for running the bar-I’'m
quite sure there was a bit of profit there too!

And for those who have been asking about those April Fool questions, here are the
ansSwers. ..

-Name the bone with a sense of fun. (The humerus. Yes, it’s the upper arm bone, also
called the ‘funny’ bone)
-Which country celebrates All Fools by sticking dead fish on each other? (France!
Though mostly nowadays, people are happy to use cut out paper versions)
-Which Canadian Province joined confederation on All Fool’s Day? (Newfoundland —
although they made it at one minute before midnight so as not to officially be recorded as
foolish)
-What is Aphrilophobia? (A morbid fear of April 1%)
— -In Scotland they celebrate All Fools
by ‘Hunting the Gowk’. What is a
gowk? (A gowk is a cuckoo, a bird of
spring, but of course if you were a
cuckold in olden times (if your wife
was ‘playing away’) then you were a
fool. Also, cuckoos fool other parent
birds by swapping their eggs into the
nest and usurping the host bird’s
offspring).
Thanks everyone,
Karen Davies

















































