





Editor's note: There was some WP controversy over a satirical article printed in the last edition of the Pointer,

regarding the presence of cougars here at Willis Point. Because of this, the recent sightings, and numbers of new
residents, the reprinting of some safety measures for avoiding encounters seems especially timely.

By leaving your pet outside and unmonitored, you risk attracting predators such as cougars and wolves into your yard.
This endangers everyone living in this neighbourhood. Nobody wants a cougar wandering where their children may be
playing.Willis Point is a special place to live, but with that comes a responsibility to reduce the potential for conflicts
with wild animals.

What can you do?

+  Keep your pets indoors.While you may have left your pet in the backyard in the past, it's now time to start
bringing it indoors. Cougars can easily kill the largest dog and leaving your pet out may prompt an attack. Also, be
sure to keep your dog on a leash. Pets running free may provoke a cougar or wolf, and then lead it to you.

»  Make sure you don't leave food or garbage outside. The strong smell of food or garbage may attract a carnivore
into your back yard. Feed your pets indoors and keep your garbage securely stored.

*  Keep an eye on your children. Don't let your kids play unattended in the back yard, especially when carnivores
are known to be in the area.You also want to keep your children away from dense bush which the cougar may
use for cover.

*  Make lots of noise. Just like bears, cougars and wolves will often retreat if given the opportunity. Walking in
large groups, and making noise will give these animals the chance to retreat and reduce the likelihood of a
sudden encounter.

*  Be cautious at dusk and dawn. Contrary to popular belief, most predators are most active at dusk and dawn.This
is a time to be especially vigilant.

If you see a cougar...

+  Remember, cougars are very different than bears. Cougars do not bluff charge. and playing dead is never
recommended in a cougar attack.

*  Don't Run, Cougars are a powerful predator. Running may trigger an attack.
+  Face the Cougar and retreat slowly. Keep direct eye contact with the cougar while you slowly retreat towards safety.

*  Look larger than life. Raise your arms above your head to make yourself look larger than normal. This may help
to intimidate the cougar. You may also want to throw rocks and yell at it. Aggression will often scare it off.

*  Pick up your small children. Cougars will often select smaller prey, such as children or pets. Pick your children up
to discourage the attack.

*  If you see a cougar, contact the conservation officer service immediately: 1-800-663-9453 (WILD); reports must
be first-person sightings (ie. you must be the one to have seen the cougar, cannot report someone else's sighting.)
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CREATIVE IMPULSES

Summer is in full swing and exciting things are happening at the Victoria College of Art.

Artists of all ages, backgrounds, and levels of experience are signing up for part-time and full-time programs; with the
Three-Week Studio in Drawing and Painting, starting August 5, artists from all over Vancouver Island are looking
forward to expanding their portfolios.

“Many people take the Summer Studio to explore their talent,” says Sandra Radlein, Registrar, "They just love to draw
and paint, and want to develop their skills. However, for students interested in pursuing further education in the arts,
this is also a great place to build a portfolio, and to find out what art school is really like".

The College also offers a Three-Year Diploma Program, with intake in September and January. What's most unusual about
the College, however, is that artists are admitted based on their portfolio and character, rather than transcripts. Grades
have been eliminated in favour of a system of pass or fail, creating a remarkably non-competitive environment. With small
class sizes and hands-on instruction by a faculty of exhibiting artists, this isn't your typical institutional academia.

"The VCA is an independent, non-profit College of Fine Art," says Radlein, "although we are accredited, being
independent gives us some flexibility over programming. And our curriculum seems to work...recent graduates are
now exhibiting Internaticnally, some are pursuing specialized training in design and animation at Canada's top
institutions.”

To keep tuition down and assist students with financial needs, the College hosts Picnique, an annual fundraiser at
Heritage Hill Farm. This year the event has a surrealist twist, with bizarre decor, inventive cuisine and artwork by the
faculty and alumni. Perhaps most exciting this year, is the authenticated SALVADOR DALI lithograph up for auction,
donated by the Salvador Dali Gallery in California.

"The support for the event has been outstanding," says Pat Martin-Bates, Chair of the Victoria College of Art Society,
“Its gratifying to know that people recognize the kind of difference the College is able to make in people's lives;
whether full-time artists or part-time painters just needing a place to be inspired."

For more information on the programs offered by the VCA, please contact the Registrar at 598-5422, or visit
www.vca.ca. Picnique is Sunday, September 14, at 5271 Old West Saanich Rd. for more Z
information about the event or to reserve tickets ($50), call 413-3150.

= THE VICTORIA
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REGIONAL DIRECTOR'S REPORT

Report to Willis Pointers
From Erik Lund, Director

On June 16Th. | chaired a kind of Town Hall meeting at Willis Point to inform residents about various issues of general
interest, and also to provide an opportunity for you to give your views, your advice and your feedback on any matters
you might want to bring to my attention. | had already developed a healthy respect for the flourishing democratic
processes in your community, having attended a meeting of your Advisory Planning Commission, two meetings of the
WPCA executive and at least three meetings of the CRD’s Land Use Committee "B", which | chair.

The "Town Hall" meeting was very useful, but was sparsely attended — hence this report in the Pointer.

The first item of business was to respond to an announcement which had been sent in error without my knowledge
to each household, giving notice of a new policy which would have the effect of severely limiting public input at
meetings of Land Use Committee "B". As Director, | accept responsibility for the error, and hereby apologize. Be
assured that | encourage and place great value on public input, especially on land use issues which are so vital in
shaping the future of the Community. If you still have that announcement at home, please recycle it!

On to more interesting matters:Taxes. As you probably know, speaking generally, taxes are on the rise. More
specifically, the Province is going to assess rural communities for policing costs. The police levy for the Juan de Fuca
Electoral District is expected to be in the range of $200,000 next year. However, believe it or not, there Is some
good news. A close look at our taxes has turned up an interesting fact. Whereas the municipalities charge developers
fees in proportion to the number of lots in the development here in our district we have been charging a flat fee, so
aWillis Point homeowner on a single lot pays the same for a development permit as a developer of a 100 lot
subdivision. This is a boon to large-scale developers but leaves individual homeowners with a large tax burden to
maintain the planning functions in the District. | plan to put an end to this practice and, so far as possible, to support
the planning function by fees to developers rather than by taxation. | believe that this may result in a tax reduction
which will more than offset the proposed increase because of policing costs. Thus it is possible that next year's taxes
in our District will be lower than this year's.

Announcements:

The Willis Point Official Community Plan has been signed by the Minister of Municipal Affairs and has been given its
final reading by the CRD Board. It is now in force. Congratulations!

Two members of your community have been appointed to serve on the Willis Point/Malahat Board of Variance: [eff
Espin and Bob Scott

Bylaws are being developed regarding search and rescue and also regarding house numbering.

For more information or to state a position or to raise a problem, please call or fax me. Phone 250 652 1612
Fax 250 642 5274



KEEPING OUR WATERS CLEAN

SAANICH INLET PROTECTION SOCIETY

Pumpty Dumpty to Continues Operations

The Saanich Inlet Protection Society (SIPS) reminds residents of their marine holding pump-out service for Saanich
Inlet. The service allows visiting and resident boaters to have their holding tanks pumped by the SIPS vessel Pumpty
Dumpty, which then pumps the collected sewage into the municipal sewer system for treatment. The service is
provided throughout Saanich Inlet but is especially important for Tod Inlet, which attracts over 4,000 overnight
boaters per year. There are presently no pump-out facilities within the Inlet, which is sensitive to pollution because of
the low tidal flushing rates. Many of the shellfish beds around the Inlet's approximately 100km of shoreline have been
closed a decade or more.

SIPS President, Frances Pugh, noted that the project will not only reduce the amount of pollution going into the Inlet,
but will also raise public awareness about the special sensitivity of Saanich Inlet. "The one-to-one contact with boaters
is an especially important part of the project”.

Funding Co-ordinator for the project, John Harper said:"we have had tremendous community support for the project
ranging from the many peninsula-based businesses to the federal government. Pretty much everyone we have asked
has stepped forward—connections to the sewage system have been donated, wharfage has been donated, engine
servicing has been donated and the federal government has really helped out with funds for the vessel purchase and
for operations assistance. Many of the Inlet boaters are looking forward to the service.The vessel naming process
alone attracted lots of attention!"

The Pumpty Dumpty is a 20 foot aluminum (built by Lifetimer on the Island) fitted with 200 gal.storage tank and
suction pumps for pumping holding tanks on vessels.

CONTACT INFORMATION

To Schedule a Pump-Out: call (250) 480-9292 or
call Pumpty Dumpty on VHF channel 68

For Pumpty Dumpty Schedules: www.pumptydumpty.ca

For more information on the SIPS:  Frances Pugh, President (250) 652-9758
Patricia Sloan, Director (250) 652-0226

OUR SUPPORTING PARTNERS

Anglers Anchorage Marina

Brentwood Rotary

BC Ferry Corporation

BC Parks

Capital Regional District

District of Central Saanich—Engineering
District of North Saanich

Environment Canada's Clean Waters Program
Environment Canada's EcoAction Program
Houston Sign LTD.

Jack's Web Services

Sea Change Conservation Society

Ro Tech Communications

Tom Harris Cellular




ECOLOGY

As neighbours of Gowlland Tod Provincial Park, you can assist The Ministry of Water, Land and Air Protection and BC
Parks in preventing further degradation of the park by motorized off-road vehicles and other issues as garbage
dumping, campfires and fire-wood gathering. BC Parks does not have the resources to adequately patrol the park in an
attempt to curtail misuse by a few individuals.

What to Observe
The types of environmental violations to look out for include:

. Polluting air, land, and water

. Damaging habitat

. Using illegal hunting and fishing gear

. Fishing or hunting in closed or restricted areas

. Unauthorized collection or sale of animal parts

. Other infractions of federal or provincial environmental regulations.
What to Record

Accurate observation and reporting is essential to help prevent these illegal activities, and to bring violators to justice.
Important information to record, in writing, include:

* Date and Time of Violation * Physical Marks or Scars * Licence No.

* Description of Violator * Clothing and Peculiarities * Province or State

* Name (if known) * Details of Violation * Make and Model

* Sex * Type of Offense + Colour

* Age + Action of Violator * Unusual Marks

* Height * Hunting and/or Fishing Gear Used * WitnessName, Address & Phone
* Weight * Location

* Eye and Colour *+ Description of vehicle or vessel

PLEASE ACT IMMEDIATELY.

Violations can be reported to the Sidney RCMP at 656-393 1, with as much of the above information as possible. If you
have a camera, a photograph would be of assistance. The best [icture to take is one with the date on the picture. At all
times, remain non-cinfrontational. Never put yourself at risk, think of your own safety first.

BC Parks Goldstream office has an answering service to record reports of violations, the number is 391-2300, ext. 5

For fish, wildlife and environmental offences, other than those involving salmon and offences occurring in tidal waters,
telephone the Ministry's Conservation Officer Service Call Centre toll-free number 1-800-663-WILD (9453).

For offences involving salmon and offences occurring in tidal waters, telephone the Department of Fisheries and
Oceans toll-free number 1-800-465-4336. Both the Ministry of Water, Land and Air Protection and the Department of
Fisheries and Oceans provide reporting ORR forms. Keep them in your glove-compartment of your car, and/or with
your hunting or fishing license.

With timely, accurate information, an apprehension of the violator and subsequent conviction can often be obtained
without it being necessary for you to appear as a witness. It is frequently vital for an officer to contact you directly,
however, to confirm details of the event you have reported. For this reason, it is requested that you provide your
identification information. Anonymous reports have low priority for investigation because of the difficulty of
corroborating information, getting warrants, etc. Your name will not be released to any person without your consent.

BC Parks appreciates the visible efforts made by residents of Willis Point to help us keep the trails litter free. Working
togehter, we can hopefully maintain Gowlland Tod Provincial Park for its intended use as a wilderness park and
protected habitat.

Note: If you observe off-road vehicles in the FAMA lands, call the Sidney RCMP only.
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

All Make Transmission Editorial Services Peninsula Wholesale Plus
Nell Tregear Patricia Sloan Dean Hyland
389-0624 652-0226 652-3182
652-5139 (fax)

Avalon Cottage Housework Maid Easy h isl
Brew on Premise Gerri Gorling penwhole@island net
Vern McConnell 652-6149 Photographs by Modigliani
386-4030 ) Jennifer Modigliani
avalon@jdmicro.com Knotty Pu_ne Cedar Products 652-1938

Darren Pine 544-4989 (fax)
Piano and Flute Instruction 544-0202 photosmodi@coastnet.com
Monica Maxwell Lei Ph h
544-1822 esghtctn otograp y Rangel Tours

Ken Leighton, Rob Leighton Unique and Exotic Travels
Brentwood Physiotherapy 652-2686 Jay Rangel
Ssllzhzjea;kson The Mayor Portfolio 652-1938

Art Instruction & Appraisals 544-4989 (fax)
Chandler Construction Robin Mayor, RCA Reflexology By Linda P
Ken llott 544.6780 e e s o Linda Parkar
652-7747 robinmayor@telus.net
652-4777 (fax) Small Planet Studios

heaplifei : Graphic Design & lllustration

cheaplifeinsurance.ca Katarina Meglic
Don Gorling 544-6780

652-6149
1-877-USE-CLICK

BABYSITTING REGISTRY

To add, remove or update information in this section, please contact 544-6780 or
katarinameglic@telus.net

Do you need a trustworthy,
dependable babysitter, who will :
insure your kid(s) ultimate safety and |
fun at all times? Call me, Kristi
Martin. | have my Red Cross
Babysitting Certificate and | love to
take care of kids 5 years and up.

Shevaun Cunningham
Call me at 652-6585. will look after children of
| also take care of friendly rodents! all ages!

* |4 years old

NEED A BABYSITTER? * St. John's Ambulance

Call Jacquelyn Parker, 20; or Jennifer Parker 19. * Babysitter training
Experienced with children of all ages. 652-6466 Call 652-1908




